New author finds success with first children’s book

James L. Davis

From a casual thought that he might like to try his hand at writing a children’s book to printed dreams, an Emery County native suddenly finds himself an author.

Bevan Olsen, 26, the son of Wayne and Kelly Olsen of Orangeville, said he had toyed with the idea of writing a children’s book but didn’t really know when he would get around to doing anything about, until one day he did.

A member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, Bevan’s idea was to create a character named the Littlest Nephite, a Nephite who stopped growing at 3’9” and was there throughout all that transpires in the Book of Mormon.  From that kernel of an idea Bevan created his first book, The Littlest Nephite in Nephi and the Brass Plates.

A fan of Dr. Seuss, Bevan wrote his book in rhyme as the Littlest Nephite tells the tale of the Brass Plates.

The book, published by Cedar Fort, Inc., the second largest publisher of LDS books, Bevan’s book became available at bookstores in April and after a little more than a month Bevan said he was surprised at how well received the book has been.

“It was just a surprise to even become an author,” he said with a smile.

With his book printed, Bevan suddenly found himself in the world of the author, complete with book signings.  His first book signing was at a women’s conference at BYU, where he found himself hoping for one particular visitor.

“I thought ‘maybe the prophet would stop by’,” he said.  He didn’t, but plenty of other people did, so many that Bevan found he was a little overwhelmed by the experience, but happily so.

“It’s nice to know that it’s noticed.  It’s been interesting to see who is looking at it.”

The father of two small boys, Jaigen, 3, and Calahan, 9 months, his book is understandably popular in their house.  Bevan and his wife Cyndee and sons call Lehi home.

The experience of writing and having his first book published has proven to be a rewarding experience for Bevan, and he admitted that when it came to understanding the complexities of getting a book published, he had a little help because of where he works.  The warehouse manager at Cedar Fort, Bevan said he knew who to talk to about getting his book into the right hands.

“Being inside the publishing company, I let an editor friend review the book even before I submitted it just so the acquisition editor wouldn’t be distracted by mistakes,” Bevan said.

From the time he submitted the book for consideration to seeing the first copy in his hands took a year and from the time it was accepted to the time it was printed, a search was underway for an illustrator to bring the book to life with pictures.

Bevan said he considered hiring his own illustrator for the book and even submitted the work of one illustrator who had created drawings interpreting his book, but Cedar Fort chose Rebecca Miller to illustrate his first children’s book. Bevan said he was very happy with the work of the artist.

With the first adventure of the Littlest Nephite in bookstores, Bevan said he hopes to continue writing books that tell the Book of Mormon story to young readers.  He has already penned the second adventure of the Littlest Nephite that tells the story of Lehi and the Tree of Life and if that book is also published, then he hopes to continue the series.

Locally, The Littlest Nephite in Nephi and the Brass Plates is available for sale at Jones Ace Hardware in Castle Dale.
